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March 19, 1979 


STATE REHABILITATION AGENCIES (GENERAL) 
STATE REHABILITATION AGENCIES (BLIND) 


Epilepsy Foundation of America Short-Term Training Workshops 
on Epilepsy and Employment 


The Epilepsy Foundation of America has been awarded a short-term 
training grant of national scope to conduct five workshops for 
vocational rehabilitation personnel throughout the country. 
Areas of emphasis for the workshops have been drawn primarily 
from the Foundation's Training and Placement Service (TAPS) 
Project. 


The TAPS Project, funded by contract through the Department of 
Labor with Comprehensive Employment and Training Act monies, 

is currently operating in six cities (Atlanta, Boston, Cleveland, 
Minneapolis, Portland, Oregon, and San Antonio) to develop employ- 
ment opportunities for persons with epilepsy. This goal is being 
accomplished through the solicitation of local prime sponsors, 
school systems, employers, and vocational rehabilitation agencies. 
The TAPS staff endeavors to work closely with vocational rehabili- 
tation counselors in order to compliment placement efforts. In 
several locales, employment projects for persons with epilepsy 
have been developed and funded by State vocational rehabilitation 
agencies using the TAPS model. 


The purpose of the workshops will be to present and review innova- 
tive approaches to employment services for persons with epilepsy. 
Subject areas will include the medical and social aspects of the 
disorder, community development, client out-reach and intake, 
client motivation and preparation techniques, job development, | 

and follow-through on placements. Faculty for each workshop wj1] 
consist of national and local TAPS project staff and guest speakers 
representing consumers and service providers within each workshops ' 
designated geographic area. The development of these workshops 1s 
in accordance with the recommendations of the National Commission 
on the Control of Epilepsy and Its Consequences. 


INQUIRIES 
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The workshops are intended principally for Directors of Training 
and related personnel within each State vocational rehabilitation 
agency. However, attendance is open to other concerned staff. 
There is no registration fee or other charge for attendance at 

the workshops. Reimbursement of expenses, at Federally determined 
rates, will be provided for the Director of Training, or other © 
individuals designated by each State's Vocational Rehabilitation 


Director. 


It is hoped that a representative of each State vocational rehabili- 
tation agency will be able to participate in the workshop specified 
for that State. Information regarding registration will be for- 
warded to each State vocational rehabilitation agency by the office 
of the Executive Director, Epilepsy Foundation of America. 


William A. Wells, Projector Director, RSA Grant 
Epilepsy Foundation of America 

1828 L Street, N.W., Suite 406 

Washington, D. C. 20036 
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Attachment: 
Listing of scheduled workshops 
Listing of State designations for workshops 





July 11-13-- 
August 8-10- 
August 22-24 


Atlanta: 


San Antonio: 


Boston: 


SCHEDULED RSA GRANT WORKSHOPS 


es ps te js ut es se San Antonio, Texas 


eee ee weno --------------------Boston, Massachusetts 


Tap (= Sp po-n-----------------------Portland, Oregon 


a a a a ea Minneapolis, Minnesota 


~------------~--~------------------ Atlanta, Georgia 


STATE DESIGNATIONS FOR WORKSHOPS 


Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia 


Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Missour7, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas. 


Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 


Portland, Oregon: Alaska, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 


Minneapolis: 


Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming 


Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin 
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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 
RSA-IM-79-45 


July 5, 1979 HHE LIBR 


TO: STATE REHABILITATION AGENCIES (GENERAL) DEo jy ; 
STATE REHABILITATION AGENCIES (BLIND) nist i 
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS (HDS) ST UPB ANA ea ILLING |S 
REGIONAL PROGRAM DIRECTORS AIAN 


SUBJECT: VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION CASELOAD ACTIVITY: TOTAL, SEVERE 
AND NON-SEVERE, OCTOBER 1 to DECEMBER 31, 1977 and 1978 


CONTENT: The following tables present data taken from two quarterly 
statistical reporting forms (RSA-101 and 102) for the first 
three months of Fiscal Year 1979. 


The continuing emphasis on priority services to severely dis-— 
abled individuals was evident in the first quarter of the current 
fiscal year. Although State agencies handled fewer cases overall, 
the proportions of severely disabled cases in all actions involv- 
ing active cases increased by roughly four percentage points over 
a year ago. With the exception of rehabilitations which were 

48 percent severe, at least half of the active cases handled from 
October to December, 1978 were classified as severely disabled. 
Active cases served by (available to) State agencies and newly 
accepted active cases were both 54 percent severe. By the end of 
the first quarter, 54 percent of all cases on hand in the active 
caseload were of severely disabled cases. Generally, the absolute 
number of the severely disabled also increased in the first quarter 
of Fiscal Year 1979. 


Overall caseload activity through December, 1978 declined from 
last year. Fewer cases entered the State-Federal VR program in 
referral, applicant and active statuses. By December 31, 1978 
there were fewer cases in the major stages of the VR process 
than on the same day one year earlier. 
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~ HIGHLIGHTS 


Table 1 - Number of referral, applicant, extended evaluation and active 
cases in State vocational rehabilitation agencies, amd percent 
change -— October 1 through December 31, 1977 and 1978 


Tr. 


A total of 300,851 referral cases were available to State 
agencies during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 1979. 
These cases represented a decline of 9.5 percent from the 
total available in the same period of the previous year. 
Similarly, new referrals decreased from last year by 7.6 
percent to 220,448. 


State agencies processed 9.4 percent fewer referrals in the 
three-month period from October to December, 1978 than from 
October to December, 1977. Cases closed ineligible for VR 
services from Status OO in the first quarter of the current 
fiscal year were down by 16.3 percent and cases placed into 
applicant status (02) declined by 7.2 percent from the prior 
year. 


The number of cases on hand in referral on December 31, 1978 
dropped by 9.9 percent from the same date one year earlier. 


Cases available in Status 02 (applicants) in the first three 
months of Fiscal Year 1979 totalled 475,178, 5.4 percent less 
than a year ago. 


Applicant cases processed for eligibility from October through 
December, 1978 declined by 8.3 percent from the comparable 

period of the previous year. Cases accepted for VR (Status 10) 
declined by 9.2 percent, while cases accepted for extended 
evaluation (Status 06) increased by 10.5 percent over last year. 
Applicant cases closed not accepted for VR or extended evaluation 
(Status 08) declined by 9.6 percent from the first quarter of 
Fiscal Year 1978. 


There were 308,140 cases remaining in Status O2 on December 31, 
1978, 3.7 percent less than on December 31, 1979. 


Extended evaluation cases available to State agencies in the 
first quarter of Fiscal Year 1979 were up by roughly one percent 
over the preceding fiscal year to 43,381. 


The overall number of extended evaluation cases processed by 
State agencies increased in the first three months of the 
immediate fiscal year by 18.6 percent over the previous year. 
Extended evaluation cases accepted for VR in this period 
increased by 33.8 percent and cases closed not eligible for VR 
services increased by 2.8 percent. 


10. 


Lin 


12. 


“Ale Fes 


Four percent fewer cases were in extended evaluation (Status 06) 
on December 31, 1978 than on December 31, 1977. 


Active cases served (available) from October to December, 1978 
were down by 4.9 percent from the prior year to 813,651. New 
active cases accepted since October 1, 1978 totalled 97,674, 
7.3 percent less than one year earlier. 


Closures from the active caseload decreased by 6.8 percent from 
Fiscal Year 1978 with cases closed not rehabilitated after the 
individualized written rehabilitation program is initiated 
(Status 28) experiencing the largest decline, 8.3 percent. 
Rehabilitations accomplished through December, 1978 were down 
by 6.4 percent from the comparable period in the prior fiscal 
year. 


Active cases on hand at the end of the first quarter of Fiscal 
Year 1979 decreased by 4.6 percent from the preceding year. 
Cases remaining in counseling and guidance only (Status 14) 
accounted for the only increase in the individual statuses 
(10-24), 4.3 percent.. Declines in the residual group of 
statuses ranged from 3.1 percent (In employment - Status 22) to 
6.7 percent (Program development - Statuses 10-12). 


Table 2 - Severely disabled clients in the active caseload of State vocational 
rehabilitation agencies — Quarters ended December 31, 1977 and 1978 


1s 


Slightly more than one-half (53.7 percent) of the cases avail- 
able in the active caseload of State agencies during the first 
three months of Fiscal Year 1979 were severely disabled. One 
year earlier, severely disabled cases accounted for half of 
the active cases served (available) in this three-month period. 
These 436,667 severely disabled cases were two percent more 
than the severely disabled cases served in the first quarter 
of Fiscal Year 1978. 


Although new severely disabled cases accounted for a larger 
proportion of the active cases accepted since October 1 in 
Fiscal Year 1979 (54.2 percent vs. 51.2 percent in Fiscal 

Year 1978), they were down by 1.9 percent from the first quarter 
of the prior year. 


Nearly one-half (47.9 percent) of the 67,746 cases closed 
rehabilitated from October 1 to December 31, 1978 were classi- 
fied as severe. Severely disabled rehabilitations represented 
only 43.6 percent of the total rehabilitations accomplished 
during this period in the preceding year. Compared to the 
mumber of severe cases closed rehabilitated last year, severely 
disabled cases closed rehabilitated through December 31, 1978 
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increased by 2.9 percent. Severely disabled cases closed not 
rehabilitated declined by less than one percent (0.3 percent). 


4. Severe cases remaining in the active caseload on December 31, 
1978 increased by 2.1 percent over a year ago to 384,445 cases 
and represented 54.1 percent of the active cases on hand on 
that day. 


Table 3 - Persons rehabilitated by State vocational rehabilitation agencies - 
Severely disabled rehabilitations - Quarters ended December 31, 
1977 ard 1978 


1. The mumber of severely disabled cases closed rehabilitated in 
_the first quarter of Fiscal Year 1979 (32,466) represented 
48 percent of the total so closed. Regionally, the proportions 
ranged from 34 percent in Region VI to 66 percent in Region II. 


2. Nationally, severely disabled persons whose cases were closed 
rehabilitated in the first three months of Fiscal Year 1979 
increased by 2.9 percent over the mmber of cases so closed 
in the same period a year ago. 


Table 1. - Number of referral, applicant, extended evaluation and active 
cases in State vocational rehabilitation agencies, and percent 


change - October 1 through December 31, 1977 and 1978 


Referrals (00) 

Number available 
On HandesOct . (er 
New since Oct. l 


Number processed 
Placed in applicant status (02) 
Not accepted for VR (08) 

Total on hands Dec. 31 


Applicants (02 
Number available 
On hand,. Oct?1 
New since Oct. 1 


Number processed 

Aecepted for VR (10) 

Accepted for EE (06) 

Not accepted for VR or EE (08) 
Total on hand, Dec. 31 


Extended Evaluation (06) 


Number available 
On hand, Oct. 1 
New since Oct. l 


Number processed 
Accepted for VR (10) 

Not accepted for VR (08) 
Total on hand, Dec. 31 


Active Cases (10-30) 


Number available 
On hand. Ociyal 
New since Oct. 1 


¥ 


Number cl>osed 
Rehabilitated (26) 

Not rehabilitated (28) 
Not rehabilitated (30) 


Total on hand, Dec. 31 

Program development (10-12) 
Counseling and guidance only (14) 
Restoration or training (16-18) 
Ready for employment (20) 

In employment (22) 

Service interrupted (2) 


1979 


300,851 
80,403 
220,448 


217,;635 
169,558 
48,077 
83,216 


N75 176. 


305 ,620 
169,558 


167,038 
91,354 
11,009 
64,675 

308,140 


43,381 
geste 
11,009 


11,025 
6,320 
4 5703 

co 


813,651 
715,977 
97,674 


103,451 
67,746 
26 ,093 

9,612 


710,200 
95 5343 
47,746 

397,746 
48,025 
78,333 
43 ,007 


Fiscal Year 


1978 
332,451 


93 7858 | 


238,598 


240,147 
182,720 
57 5427 
92,30 


502,198 
319,478 
182,720 


182,122 
100,615 
9,966 
71,541 
320,076 


43,034 
33,068 
9, 966 


9,298 
4,7e4 
4574 
33,736 


ROOD seg 


749 , 786 
105 5339 


1ilingoh an 
72 360 
28 , 448 
10,203 


THY 114 
102,234 
45,772 
417,820 
51,549 
80,870 
45,869 
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Table 3. - Persons Rehabilitated by State Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies 
Severely Disabled Rehabilitations - Quarters Ended December 31, 
1977 and 1978 


Severely disabled rehabilitations Severely disabled rehab- 


Region and agency roug Through Percent ilitations as a percent 
Dec. 31, 1978 |IDec. 31 1977 |_change of all rehabilitations 


Region 1 (00 


CONNSCIEWCUU: ta orate aleretenere ls 


U.S. TOTAL 32,466 31,548 + 2.9 8 dy 
¥, is 
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MAUNGCh iss s ceege «eleisieie’e sa 53 
Massachusetts. o«eies «oss 59 
New Hampshire....c.e.seeee 69 
Bnode Je latige ccs «ts cles 63 
Vermont « .'sgute a ole/a's ele wre pa 
*CoOnNeCtLCUuts .'. ses oe sta 100 
XMassachusetes.. soi cs asin LOO 
KRhnode .Lelandes vem. « Una 100 
EVETMONG s\c,< sce e stele tie airs, « 100 
Region II 6 
New Jersey cis. deelee's 00s 62 
NEW. YOPK. cisctteeiiets «+ 0 le 66 
PUGEUO RiCOvmme: os cecn Sa 
Virgin. Poder. « «ss visle ey 
New JOrseV wasn. .+.e0ees 86 
~New. YORK gatgaias « 0 o elseaie's LOO 
Region III ie 
D@LEWANGUM < . « itis od sly ais h8 
District of Columbia... 64 
Mare lare . sgrcures cae aoe ie} 
Penney 1 Vanities sale sss 38 
ViTcin leet ch ses 6 6 38 
Weet VSteinia ws... sci 34 
MD SLAWERS aN aces ss eeseccs O 
HPenvsy Vania. Wir cise os is 87 
“Varo 111 Bes with: stella s sae 6 70 
Region IV HO 
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Kentiichy ihe wage teeter sie 26 
Miseteedppas se dere ce wer 43 
North: Caroddina aes. « 36 
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South Carolinadie<e« +s 


Tennessee Po. te so oss HO 

RP MGT Oa, ars ae cata olctene 3 67 
*Kentiieky iis « adic lees > 58 58 

¥Mi psi ssl pyri sci. ah cee 25 eis 

¥North Carolina... tot ds 39 64 
*South Caroling. . v.18 o- ee hs 98 
HTONNE SSO Mis vic div eee a eo hs 33 Sk 

Region V OQ. 49 

TLiincls chiens ee 7 57 
indiana. niece. .ceaes y 56 

Michigan [06 cce ele stcta wis 4 39 

Minne sotsisicicns ov ple es0's @ le SI 

Onlowag. jer «cteras. #6 16 Id 

WLSCOMSins 8s: Juke se care O 50 
*¥Michigan Swed ss. say ees 67 100 
eMinries Otay. ..loneeens <2 33 89 


See footnotes at end of table. (continued) 
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Table 3. = Persons Rehabilitated by State Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies 
Severely Disabled Rehabilitations - Quarters Ended December 31, 


1977 and 1978 
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APPRAISE ¢y fetes es 06 0 0 8 ee vd 
POLSON Giese cece s 
NGwe Mexico Sve +c ccecn 
OK FAOMA.. .\5 ee eine cece 
ORC cs 6 0 0s SMEs Wille 0 6 ers 
we A ee ae, 


Region and agency 
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Region VII 
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a/ Percent change not shown where base is less than 10. 
* Blind agency 
*x Estimated 
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34 33 





Severely disabled rehab- 

ilitations as a percent 

of all rehabilitations 
FY 1978 
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